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Three weeks later she showed no sign of improvement. Other than antibiotics, the only other treatment she had was the recommencement of her usual diuretic to treat heart failure. A further CT scan was ordered and a bronchoscopy was performed. The CT scan showed several new areas of consolidation with a reversed halo sign having appeared in both lungs over this period of time (figure 1). This has been classically described in cryptogenic organising pneumonia (COP); however, it has also been described in tuberculosis, sarcoidosis and vasculitis. Bronchoscopy washings were negative for acid and alkali fast bacilli and there was no growth on culture. Antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies were negative. An open lung biopsy was considered in order to obtain a definitive diagnosis, but surgery was judged to be a significant risk in view of the degree of hypoxia. A presumptive diagnosis of COP was made and corticosteroids started (40 mg prednisolone). Her symptoms resolved over a matter of days. A repeat chest x-ray 2 weeks later showed no consolidation or pleural effusion. 
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